Slaugham Parish Council
The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Slaugham Parish Council held on Thursday 27th May, 2010 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, High Street, Handcross.
ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Present: Mr. Boyle, Mr. Coe, Mrs. Long. Mr. Metcalfe, Mr. Ross and Mr. St. George

Agreed Mr Boyle takes the chair for this meeting.
Apologies for absence: Mr. Cowan, Mr. Hinchey, Mr. McDermid, Mr. MacNaughton and Mr. Griffiths, County Councillor
1. Election of Chairman: There were no other candidates and Mr. Cowan had indicated willingness to continue as Chairman. Proposed by Mrs. Long, seconded by Mr. Metcalfe that Mr. Cowan be re-appointed – agreed by all. (Mr. Cowan to sign declaration of acceptance at next meeting)
2. Election of Vice Chairman: Mr. Hinchey had asked not to be considered. There were no other willing candidates. The post was left vacant for another time.
3. To consider vacancy on Council: There have been no applications for the vacant post despite various efforts.
4. Appointment to committees & electing chairmen: As many members were absent and had not indicated any objection to their appointment to their existing committees and interests, it was unanimously agreed that the committee members and their interests be as shown below:
Finance & Policy Committee: Mr. Boyle, Mr. Cowan, Mr. Hinchey, Mrs. Long, Mr. Metcalfe, Mr. MacNaughton
Highways Committee: Mr. Coe, Mr.Cowan, Mr. Ross & Mr. St.George
Planning Committee: Present Committee: Mr. Atkinson, Mr.Boyle, Mr. Coe, Mr. Cowan, Mr. Hinchey, Mrs. Long, Mr. Metcalfe, Mr. Mitchell, Mr Ross & Mr. St.George
Recreation Committee: Mr. Cowan, Mr. Hinchey, Mr McDermid, Mr. Metcalfe, Mr. Mitchell, Mr. St. George:
New Hall Committee: Mr. Boyle, Mr. Cowan, Mr. Hinchey & 2 non council members.
5. Interests: 
Disabled & Care in the Community: Mrs. Long volunteered to take on this role.
Child & Youth Matters 
Mr. Metcalfe

Footpaths: Mr. Ross
Charities Vacant



Bus Services: Mrs. Long
Allotments: Mr.McDermid
Emergency Planning: Mr. Hinchey, Mr. Mitchell & Mr. Ross
Trees: Proposed Mr. Mitchell be appointed
Crime Prevention: Mr. Coe
REPRESENTATIVE ON OUTSIDE BODIES

SALC (Sussex Association of Local Councils) Mrs. Long
MSALC (Mid Sussex Assn of Local Councils) Mr. Cowan & Mr. Hinchey
AiRS (Action in Rural Sussex) 

          Mrs. Long
CPRE (Council for the Protection of Rural England): Mr. Boyle & Mr. St.George 
6. Questions from members of the public: No members present
7. To receive reports from County Councillors: No reports.
8. To receive declarations of interest from members in respect of any matters on the agenda: There were none.

9. Minutes of the last meeting held on 29.4.10:.After amendment proposed by Mr. Coe seconded by Mr. Boyle they be approved, agreed and signed by the Chairman
10. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting:
i. Hedges, High Beeches Lane: The response from the Highways authority was that the hedges could not be taken back further and to do so would only encourage drivers to go faster. IT was noted that the hedges have been cut recently.
ii. Grass cutting Verges: Still awaiting the quote from Grasstex.
iii. Housing Survey – already started: Mr. Boyle was concerned that the envelopes sent out did not show who they were from and as a result many people may consider them to be junk mail.
iv. Compulsory Purchase – Land at Memorial Gardens: The A23 scheme has now been deferred, however, it does not stop at this stage continued investigation The Highways agency are looking into the question of ownership of various parts of the land by the church and requested to ask the Department for Transport about the disposal of the rest of the land in view of their restriction in the deeds.
11. Correspondence:
i. School Safety Zones: The County Council had sent out a list showing that Handcross School was to be included in the scheme for this year and not, as had been requested, Warninglid School. After efforts by Mr. Hinchey, they have now agreed it should and will be for the Warninglid School this year. Handcross will be considered in next years schemes.
ii. Dog Bins & grit bins Slaugham: The Residents Society is still to make a final determination. The dog bin at St. Martin’s Close is filling too quickly and a request has been made to the District Council to supply a larger bin. There have been two instances where a bin in the Recreation ground has not been emptied and District Council has been asked to ensure the contractor does so.
12 Recreation:

i. To set Date of next meeting. Agreed to defer until a new clerk starts.
ii. Pease Pottage Village Facility: Mr. Boyle gave an update on a meeting with the District Council and the football club. The club accept they cannot obtain freehold of the adjacent land and will not get the funding they had hoped for. They will liaise with Mr. Ross to see what space can be achieved in the current scheme.
iii. Parish Hall: The committee had met this week to finalise the survey detail. The clerk has obtained the envelopes and printed the address labels for the distribution to all households and is currently printing the Council’s name on the envelopes so that residents will see it is not junk mail. The freepost envelopes will be ready at the end of this week.
iv. Report on Playgrounds: The painting of the Handcross play equipment has now been completed and various works required as a result of the annual survey have been completed. However, the trip hazard by the swings is a problem as the turf is not able to grow in the present conditions. The contractor is looking at other alternatives. Work on the gate at Slaugham will be completed shortly. Since the work on the playground, two rails have been taken from the fence by the kissing gate. The clerk has asked the contractor to make those repairs.
v. Handcross Allotments – access: Mr. Boyle will make contact with the land registry in view of the results received relating to the two access points.
vi. Sewer pump repairs required: A quote has been requested. for a replacement float and guide rails.

13. Finance & Policy
i. List of accounts for payment: Proposed by Mr. Metcalfe, seconded by Mr Coe they be approved, agreed by all.
ii. Risk Assessment: This is something that can be looked at after the new clerk starts. There are no apparent changes to existing risks; the fidelity guarantee has already been updated.
iii. Office Equipment & programmes: Accepted new computer and printer will be required. The current accounting programme cannot be transferred as it is no longer supported – if transferred it will only work for 5 occasions and then shut down. If the new programme is obtained, then the current data can be transferred. The Clerk was asked to continue with the current programme for the time being.
iv. Budget for possible increased election costs:  Set asides were not shown in this financial year’s budget but had been shown in the previous budgets so any substantial increase in costs can be accommodated. The district council appear to be proposing that not only parish election costs be shared but that District Council election costs should also be shared by Parishes. This is currently being the subject of discussion with the district council and clerks.
14. Planning:

i. Previous Minutes: These had been circulated
15. Highways Committee:
i. PCSO proposal for ‘Commit to reducing Speed’ Scheme (cc D.Ross) The PCSO has not been in touch with Mr. Ross
ii. The A23 re alignment between Handcross & Warninglid has been deferred by the government. Existing orders etc will remain in force unless the scheme is cancelled.
16. Police: Mr. Coe gave a report on a meeting he had recently – he suggested that they combine the speed watch and the ‘Operation Crackdown’ a they were so closely linked but nothing has happened. They also dealt with emergency planning and then dealt with the search volunteer scheme which has proved so successful. The volunteers are trained to a higher standard than most police officers. The service has to save £30,000,000 in the next five years. 

Follow up on speed watch reports is not satisfactory... 
17. Matters to be considered for future discussion: 
i. Dog bin emptying: See 11(i) above
ii. Warninglid Allotment: A new allotment rent collector will be required next year. Mr. Boyle will look into finding another volunteer 

iii. Damage to fence by kissing gate: see 12(iv)
iv. Mrs. Long asked if flashing speed signs could be obtained such as used in Cuckfield. The cost of the equipment is about £3000 plus substantial costs in installation. The provision of the moveable signs is something being looked at by members but again the question of siting them has to be agreed with the police and highways authorities.

v. New Parish Clerk: No decision has yet been made. There were a large number of applicants and a shortlist of 7 was made out of those there were two possible candidates. The Chairman is to approach one to see if they will accept the post. If so, then it is hoped they can start soon.
18. Date of next Meeting: 24.6.10
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.15pm

Signed:

A Cowan


Dated:  24.6.10
