Slaugham Parish Council



The minutes of the meeting of the Slaugham Parish Council to be held on Thursday 25th February 2010 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Handcross. 

Present: Mr. Cowan, Chairman, Mr. Hinchey, Vice Chairman, Mr. Boyle, Mr. Coe, Mrs. Long, Mr. McDermid Mr. Ross Mr. St. George and Mr. Rigglesworth, Clerk.


Questions from members of the public. 16 members present. It was agreed to delay questions until item 6 on the agenda.

Report from County Councillors:  None

George Chisenga and Mr. Stark, West Sussex Highways Dept. attended and gave a report on Traffic issues in Parish: They gave details of criteria for speed limits and traffic calming measures. They dealt briefly withs.106 Highways agreements. It was suggested that if the Parish Council came up with a plan for all villages regarding traffic, then they would look at that and make comment on viability and if s.106 Highways money from any developments would be available for that. The problem of overgrowth on the footway making it very narrow on Horsham Road at far end was mentioned and Mr. Stark indicated that they would arrange for clearance.
1. Apologies for absence: Mr. Atkinson, Mr. MacNaughton, Mr. Metcalfe
2. Minutes of the last meeting: Proposed by Mr. Ross and seconded by Mr. McDermid they be approved, agreed and signed by the Chairman
3. To receive declarations of interest from members in respect of any matters on the agenda: Mr. St. George declared a prejudicial interest in item 6.
4. Matters arising from the minutes

i. Speaker for Annual Assembly: Mr. Francis Maude MP has agreed to give a talk.


ii. Format of Annual Assembly in March: Current format agreed.
iii. S.106 agreements: This was covered in the talk by the West Sussex Highways Officers above.
5 Pease Pottage Village Facility (KB) Mr. Boyle indicated that there had been no feed back from the football club and so it is necessary to proceed with plans for a village facility without them.
6 Parish Hall update: (Mr. St.George left the meeting at this stage) Mr. Cowan announced that the Hyde Estate had just two hours ago indicated that they were withdrawing all current proposals for a replacement Parish Hall and offer of the land at Warren Field. This is a result of the Mid Sussex Core Strategy being delayed.
Questions from members of the public were taken at this stage: in view of the announcement about the current proposals a question was asked about representation on any committee dealing with the future provision for a “Parish” Hall.  It was felt that there had been sufficient representation of the Handcross Action Group on the existing Committee. A further question was asked if the withdrawal of the proposal regarding Warren field was permanent. The Chairman replied that he felt it was but written confirmation would be needed.

Council resumed its meeting:

 It was agreed to form a new Committee to look at any other options that may be available and with power to co-opt members if required to assist. Messrs: Cowan, Boyle, Long, St.George. It was agreed that Mrs. Reid, Mrs. G. Boustead and Mr. P. Dowser be co-opted.
Mr. St.George returned to the meeting.
7 Correspondence

i. To consider a Housing Needs Survey: Mr. Cowan suggested that a survey be carried out by AiRS. It was agreed that this would be useful; Mr. Cowan would ascertain costs and report back.
ii. SALC Winter Bulletin (cc all) Noted.
iii. BT Telephone Slaugham Village: BT is asking if the Council wish to adopt this kiosk at a cost of £1. This is a Grade II listed box and therefore cannot be removed by BT. They were also asking again if the Council wished to adopt the other two boxes – Warninglid and High St., Handcross. These had been the subject of similar discussion in the past and it was agreed that there be no change in the Council’s decision not to adopt. This means that BT would have to remove them and reinstate the land at their cost.
8. Finance

v. List of accounts for payment: List of accounts circulated: Proposed by Mr. Hinchey seconded by Mr. Boyle they be approved. Agreed.
vi. Grant request –St. Catherine’s Hospice: The hospice does provide a much needed service for residents of the Parish and it was agreed a grant of £200 be made
vii. Grant request towards disabled ramp to Petanque Piste: This was to enable disabled players to gain access to their facilities. The cost is £108. This grant was also agreed.
9. Recreation

i. Causeway Furnace Pond: update: No update available due to clerk’s workload. Mr. Boyle indicated he would take a look at the state of that part of the Common.
10. Highways:

i. Street Lights – Truggers: Again EDF have failed to respond to requests for information about rectifying the cutting off of the timing facility in their cabling. If the facility is not rectified it is necessary to replace the complete lamps as the existing cannot be upgraded to take either timers or solar switches. The cost of replacement is £465. 
ii. Refuse Freighter Dates: The new dates for 2010/2011 are now available on the web site and have been circulated to the Parish Magazine Editor.
9.        Police:  Mr. Coe gave a brief report on the current position regarding Neighbourhood Watch and gave special thanks to our local CPSO Jayne Milne who has been very helpful. 
10.     Planning: Previous minutes circulated.
11.     Matters to be considered for future discussion
i. Mid Sussex District council Parking Strategy had been circulated to members for comment.

ii. SLCC Course for Clerk 

iii. Slaugham Residents’ Society Meeting 22.3.10: Refers to representation on the Council, there are no current vacancies.

iv. Response to Highways Agency proposals regarding slip roads to Secretary of State sent and acknowledged.

v. Mr. Boyle reported that there had been a grit bin on the bank at the cross roads in Warninglid which had been taken away when work was done to stabilise the bank.

vi. Finger Posts; Member of public reported finger post at junction of High Beeches and Brantridge Lanes was in need of substantial repair. He had indicated that he would be willing to pay for it.  Agreed Clerk contact West Sussex Highways regarding this.

vii. Mr. Cowan suggested that Trevor Lego of Sussex Association of Local Councils be invited to give a talk. Possibly the April meeting.


Date of next meeting: 25.3.10 – This is the Annual Parish Meeting.
Signed:

A. Cowan





Dated: 25.3.10
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