Slaugham Parish Council



The Minutes of the Meeting of the Slaugham Parish Council held on Thursday 28th January, 2010 at 7.30pm at the Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Handcross. 

Present: Mr. Cowan, Chairman, Mr. Hinchey, Vice Chairman, Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Boyle, Mr. Coe, Mrs. Long, 

Mr. McDermid, Mr. Metcalfe, Mr. Ross, Mr. St.George, Mrs. Turnbull and Mr. Rigglesworth, Clerk

Questions from members of the public: 18 members present. The questions were taken after the two police inspectors gave their reports
Reports from Police Inspectors McPhilemy and Tomlinson: Both officers gave a lengthy report on the low levels of crime in the area and then dealt with questions concerning traffic problems, calming and speeding.  After their reports they were thanked by the Chairman and left the meeting.

Report from County Councillors: Mr. Griffiths produced a written report (copy filed with these minutes) and then gave a brief report on problems regarding shortage of salt grit for roads and on his role dealing with the schools in the County. He was thanked for his report and left the meeting.
The public were then given the opportunity to ask questions. One member asked where he could inspect the register of member’s interests and questions about who had been involved in discussions with the Hyde Estate regarding the proposals for the New Parish Hall and Housing.  No formal meetings had taken place. The Chairman pointed out that after the last public meeting and concerns, the Council have decided to hold public viewing of the options which will then be followed by a public meeting.  The ballot taken at that last meeting was not a decision to proceed. The Council has to approve any options put forward.   Notices are being displayed in all villages and a flyer is being inserted into the Parish Magazine which goes to every household. IN addition, it is being displayed on the Council web site. It is suggested that if anyone present has any other options to put forward, or knows of anyone who can put other options forward, then they should let the Council know.

1. Apologies for absence: Mr. MacNaughton, Mr. Acraman County Councillor
2. Minutes of the last meeting: Proposed by Mr. Boyle seconded by Mr. Metcalfe they be approved, agreed and signed by Chairman

3. To receive declarations of interest from members in respect of any matters on the agenda: None declared
4. Matters arising from the minutes: 
i. A23 response to secretary of State: The formal response regarding the opposition to the closure of the Slaugham junction and related matters prepared by the Highways Committee has been sent to the Highways Agency and Secretary of State for Transport.


5. Pease Pottage Village Facility: Mr. Boyle reported on current position – the football club have still not been able to come forward with any proposals and if nothing positive soon then the planning needs to go on without them. An update will be given at the next meeting.
6. Parish Hall update: In view of the questions and comments and responses made at the Public Question time it was not necessary to discuss further.
7. Correspondence
i. Requests for Salt bins: Clerk has suggested salt bins in strategic areas around the Parish in view of the problems this winter. A list of sites was agreed, subject to Highways Authority approval of sites:  – Handcross - St. Martin Close, Entrance area to surgery and school, West Park Road, Covert Mead, Windmill Platt, Slaugham – Park Road & cross roads, Warninglid, cross roads & Listers. Total cost of all approx £1200.
ii. West Sussex County Council Minerals and Waste Framework: Noted
iii. Street Naming & Numbering Policy Document from MSDC:: Noted
iv. West Sussex  Highways Works Programme 2009/10 & Forward: Noted
v. Letter re Dance School use at Parish Hall: Issue resolved – now at Warninglid – Seaforth Hall.
vi. Mid Sussex Assn. Local Cnls: Next Meeting 2.3.10 & Conference 9.4.10: Noted
vii. NHS Future of Public Health Programme 3.2.10 The Hawth, Crawley: Noted
viii. Councillors Allowances – Nil return as no Slaugham councillor claims allowances.
ix. Bus Pass Scheme: No grant for rail passes.
x. Emergency Planning meeting at MSDC: Clerk was unable to attend as snow prevented this. A brief report had been received and issues such as the recent problems with road gritting and salt bins were raised.
xi. West Sussex Local Transport Plan: Noted
8. Finance
i. List of accounts for payment: A list of accounts for December 2009 and January 2010 was circulated – Proposed by Mr. Hinchey and seconded by Mr. Metcalfe tat they be approved – agreed.
ii. EDF Street lighting Energy Supply Contract: EDF have submitted terms for a new contract for street lighting energy supply – Mr. Hinchey had looked at the contract and agreed with the Clerk’s observations about costs. EDF were now charging a standing charge for each of the unmetered supply lists the Council have on top of the existing energy charges. However, after the Clerk went through the various charges it was accepted that the total cost is not going to be any more significant than the current usage. Resolved the contract be approved and signed on behalf of the Council. 
iii. Playing Fields Association request for contribution. None agreed.
iv. Wayleave contract for poles at Slaugham Common: This relates to three poles on either side of the Old School House. This will result in an income to the Council from EDF – Resolved the contract be signed on behalf of the Council.
9. Recreation

i. Causeway Furnace Pond: This area is outside the Parish but nevertheless forms part of the Common Land for which this Council has a lease. The existing causeway laid many years back is now in a poor state. Agreed Clerk obtains quotes to repair/replace the existing wooden causeway.
10. Highways: The Highways departments have been reorganised and the Parish is again split in tow for these purposes. 
11. Police: Mr. Coe had no update on this in view of the reports by the two inspectors.
12. Planning: No separate issues.
13. Matters to be considered for future discussion


i. Format of Annual Assembly in March: It was suggested that Mr. Maude MP be asked to attend and give a talk. Any other suggestions to be with the Clerk before the end of this month.
ii. S.106 agreements to be considered at next meeting: 
iii. Refuse freighter attending Slaugham and Warninglid on 27.2.10

iv. Gatcom Minutes – Mr. Boyle will look at these

v. Street Lighting – now possible to get solar powered street lights but concern expressed about the effectiveness of these.

vi. Pot hole reporting – this can be done individually by logging on to the Council web site and clicking the links.


Date of next meeting: 25.2.10
There being no other business the meeting concluded at 9.30pm.

Signed:


A. Cowan


Dated:  25.2.10
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