SLAUGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING 

MINUTES of the meeting held on Thursday 24th June, 2010 in the Pavilion, Recreation Ground, High Street, Handcross at 7.30pm.
IN ATTENDANCE 


Archie Cowan – Chairman


Ken Boyle


Bob St George 


Chris Hinchey 


Michael Atkinson 


Alastair McDermid


Geoffrey Coe


Mr N Rigglesworth – Resigning Clerk to the Council


Miss S Mclean - New Clerk to the Council


Mr Peter Griffiths - County Councillor

Open Forum
There were four members of the parish present: Question (1) When were/are the annual elections held. May 2011: Question (2) What is the new parish hall remit for survey responses; Chairman confirmed that the council would make decisions for the new hall based on the responses received, in the event that that there is a low percentage of responses the council will still need to make the required decisions for the new hall with those responses and council agreement. The results and decisions made would go before a Public Meeting.  
1. Apologies for absence: Mrs.P Long, Mr I Metcalfe, Mr D J Ross, Mr N Mitchell, Mr A McNaughton
2. Introduction of new Clerk – Sally McLean
3. To receive declarations of interest from members in respect of any items on the agenda - None
4. Minutes of the last meeting. Presented and signed off - Proposed KB and Second BS
5. Matters arising from the minutes:
I. Housing needs survey.(AC) Update – AIRS Survey responses are being collated.
Council need to identify the key dates for publication of the results.  There was a consensus with some residents that the form was not user friendly, answering for others is where difficulty lies.  This is a tried and tested survey and would become a valid planning document. ACTION AC Identify key dates for survey results.
II. New Hall Survey –The figure within the questionnaire is a guide figure and is not the actual amount that may or may not be spent in conjunction with the development of the new Hall. No one can determine the actual costs because the Hall in its entirety has not been decided upon. The results of the survey and subsequent decisions will determine the approximate costs. ACTION NR/SM To publish a reminder on the Parish website for residents to complete and return the survey. 
The council discussed as to whether a Parish Stall for information, advice and remind residents to complete the survey, if they haven’t already done so should be available at the Handcross Village Fun Day Saturday 3rd July 2010. A vote was taken with a result of 4 against 2 for.  It was settled that councillor’s presence at the Fun Day would be adequate.

There will be a Public Meeting in mid to late summer on both the Housing Needs Survey and the New Parish Hall 
III. Verge Cutting – Quote received was £195.57 It was agreed that this will not be progressed. 
The Chairman suggested that precept savings need to be made and priorities need should be agreed, in view of the economic climate. 
Members were asked to consider what savings could be made for the future. ACTION ALL
Also, how can we make some of our property work for us, for example,West Park Road Land – All to look into possible income, clarification is required on size, ACTION ALL. SM to identify local farmers who may be interested in renting land. 
ACTION KB to look at Land registry 

Allotments - Recreation Committee to look at costs.
6
Correspondence:

i.  Highways Agency:– A23 deferred – A copy of the letter with regards deferment of works was issued to the council. ACTION SM to draft letter for Chairman in relation to compensation for those businesses affected due to delay in development.
ii. Crawley Borough Council Local Development Framework Statement of community Involvement.(cc All) Noted
iii. Dog and Grit Bins: Plans have been submitted for siting of grit bins to West Sussex; Slaugham do not now require dog or grit bins.
iv. West Sussex Play Day Scheme (cc all) ACTION SM  Contact Hardware Store and Lisa Roberts re possibility of organising Play Days 
v. Mid Sussex Sustainability Partnership (cc.all) Noted
vi. NHS Consultation on Mental Health Services ACTION AC will respond to survey. 
7
Finance:

i. List of Accounts for payment circulated  - Proposed by KB and seconded by CH they be approved and agreed.
ii. Audit of Accounts:- Boxes 7 and 8 do not agree. Internal auditor has stated that this is the case in many instances in West Sussex and District Audit approved them in similar circumstances last year. It is felt the reason is due to VAT returns and the way the programme deals with them. IM was to look at these. progressing  ACTION IM 
iii. Items for New Clerk:- Proposed KB and Second CH that the current purchase of lap top, printer and programmes be approved . This was agreed.
iv. Slaugham Village Green Works – Slaugham Society request grant for works at the Village green.- There is  weather erosion and parking damage to the Village Green - It was agreed that further investigation or other alternatives are to be explored to try and reduce current quotation of £4500 ACTION KB and BS are to investigate possible grants available and approach Slaugham Church for possible donation along with the 19% from the Residents. Another suggestion was to approach the local Public House The Chequers. 

v. Street Lighting NR gave overview of quotes on repairs/replacements per EU directives- A breakdown of those costs quoted is required on the current estimates and sent to the Parish Council for review. A question was asked if it was really necessary for all the street lights the parish have. ACTION SM – Talk to Steven Foil Parish Clerk Hurstpierpoint on legal requirements for lighting responsibilities – EDF twisted cables time switch changes on highway lighting.  
vi. Sewer Pump – Guide rail repairs – AGREED quote £504.00.
8
Recreation 
Installation of litter bin at the Recreation Ground (check u/grd services):Suggestion made that this could be installed on the concrete by the store room at the pavilion rather than in the ground. Playgroup to take rubbish away ACTION IM/SM to check terms of the Hall Hire.
Handcross Playground – Toddlers Gate in need of repair – the large rope and ladder and 

  bridge needs replacement ACTION SM  to get quote. 
9
Planning:

i. Minutes of Previous Meetings – were circulated 
10
Police: GC Speed Signs/Camera can be privately purchased and installed for traffic calming costs vary current quotes in the region of £4k for speed calculator providing drivers with their current speed, and will costs approximately £11k for maintenance contract and connection. Highways and Police consent 4 siting will be required but West Sussex Council cannot deal with applications until November 2010.
11
Matters the Chairman wishes to raise for future discussion:
Finger Posts – Brantridge Lane (on boundary), Ardingly and Balcombe Parish are repairing these. County will assist with the costs of repairs of others that need work CH has sent details of posts in 

Warninglid, if any others need work will councillors let the Clerk know ACTION ALL. Village Residents Society and WSCC may also assist.

Handcross Allotments – Access currently not registered to the Parish. KB will look into the two access points with the Land Registry, the Clerk to give him details of the reference numbers of the current requests.
CH – Will look at CPRE Quiet Lanes programme – Coos Lane may qualify

New parking at Warninglid will be opening on16th July 2010.
Finance and Policy Meeting to be arranged after next Council Meeting.
Date of Next Meeting 29th July 2010
Signed



A. Cowan




Dated: 29.7.10
